Plan for Student Success

Danielle Tucker							Honors English 1-2
English Department							1 credit (Two semesters)
Room 3225								Prerequisite: 88th percentile 
(602) 764-7000								 rank in reading/teacher rec.
Dtucker1@phoenixunion.org						9th grade


Welcome to English 1-2 Honors! I feel privileged to journey with you as you enter your first year of high school and venture into a more sophisticated study of literature and writing. I am also looking forward to participating in rich discussions and engaging learning activities with you. In this class, I will hold you to high standards of behavior and academic performance. If you put forth your best effort in these areas, you will be successful. 

The curriculum in this course is designed to broaden your literary knowledge, deepen your thinking about important topics, develop your communication skills, connect your learning to other classes, and give you multiple opportunities to work with a variety of people on different tasks. I hope that you will approach this class with the same enthusiasm with which it was designed. 


Course Content 

Reading 
• Reading Across the Curriculum 
• Reading Strategies 
• Knowledge of Literary and Nonliterary Forms 
• Influences on Texts 
• Author’s Voice and Method 
• Persuasive Language and Logic 
• Literary Criticism 
• Words and Their History 

Writing 
• Writing Process 
• Modes of Writing for Different Purposes and Audiences 
• Organization, Unity, and Coherence 
• Sentence-Level Constructions 
• Conventions of Usage 
• Conventions of Punctuation 

Research 

Listening, Viewing, and Speaking 
• Comprehension and Analysis 
• Application 

Study Skills and Test Taking 


Course Materials 
•Pens, pencils and highlighters
• The book and/or essays we’re reading 
• Class notebook: You’ll need a three-ring binder to organize your class materials. Divide your binder into the following sections: 
	 Class Notes 

 Writing 
 Grammar and Vocabulary 
 Highlighted and Annotated Texts 
 Graded Tests and Quizzes/Essays 


Course Policies 
Attendance/Absences/Makeup Work: Your presence (mind and body) in class is essential. If you must miss class due to illness or other circumstances beyond your control, it is your responsibility to find out which assignments you missed, to acquire the handouts, and to borrow and copy the class notes for the day(s) you were absent. Because you will have at least a week’s lead time for papers and other major assignments, the due date remains the same regardless of your absence. If you are ill the day a paper is due, ask a friend to turn it in for you. If an emergency arises (illness or otherwise) and you absolutely cannot complete an assignment, I will need a note from your parent/guardian explaining the situation. *Please use your Studentvue account to keep up to date with all of your assignments. Reference your student handbook regarding the district policies. 

Late Assignments: Your responsibilities in this class include keeping your own up-to-date assignment notebook, maintaining pace with the reading, and turning in all assignments on time. If you do not understand an assignment, ask for help far enough in advance to have time to finish the assignment. Use your Advisory time to your advantage. If you are having personal difficulties apart from class, talk to me before an assigned due date so that we can make other arrangements. Once I have graded and returned an assignment, you cannot turn that assignment in for credit. 

You will be given at least a week’s lead time for out-of-class papers and other major assignments, so plan accordingly. If you spend most weeknights working on daily homework for other classes, you will probably need to block out a significant amount of time on the weekend for prewriting, writing, and revising your work. 

Classroom Rules/Expectations: I expect you to be in class and ready to work when the bell rings. Have your assignment ready to hand in if one is due. Finally, show as much respect toward one another and toward me as I show for you.

Reading: Keeping up with reading assignments is crucial to your success in this class. If you have not read the assignment, you cannot thoughtfully participate in class discussion. If you fall behind in the reading, you will become overwhelmed and set yourself up for frustration when it comes time to write a paper. Bear in mind that some of the reading will be difficult, and you may not understand it all the first time. That’s OK; I want the reading to stretch your thinking. Do the best you can to understand; meanwhile, write down questions in your notebook that we can address in class. I am always happy to help anyone who asks for help. 


Plagiarism/Cheating: I begin the year with complete trust and faith in each of you. Please do not abuse that trust by being dishonest. Learning cooperatively is great, and I encourage you to get together to brainstorm and discuss assignments. When you sit down to complete an individual assignment, however, let the work be yours alone. Penalties for plagiarism—another word for cheating—are stiff. If two papers resemble each other too closely, I will split the points. If a paper is obviously copied, whether from a classmate’s work or from the Internet, it will receive no credit, as well as your parents and administration being notified. 



Grading Policy 
Evaluation: For major assignments I will provide the rubrics or explain the expectations that I will use to assess your work. For general reference, however, here are five similes to represent my expectations for assignments: 

A Like a banana split with all the toppings and some original ingredients, “A” work goes above and beyond expectations. It not only demonstrates an understanding of concepts discussed in class, but also takes risks and presents additional insights (100-90). 
B Like homemade vanilla ice cream, “B” work demonstrates understanding of the concepts presented in class and shows thought and effort, but it doesn’t take any risks or offer fresh insight (89-80). 
C Like yogurt or fat-free ice cream, “C” work is solid but doesn’t pack the punch of “A” or “B” work. It’s competent but not dazzling (79-70). 
D Like freezer-burned ice cream on a soggy cone, a “D” paper is there, but leaves a bad taste. “D” work just doesn’t hang together and probably shows lack of thought and effort (69-60). 
F Like a half-eaten ice-cream cone that has fallen on the floor, “F” work is definitely better than zero, but it is clearly not up to snuff. It is the result of careless work and poor planning (59 and below). 

Letter grades are based upon the percentage of points accumulated over the course of the semester. While these grades are ultimately what will go on your transcript, I hope you will also assess your own learning for each assignment by asking the following questions: 

	• How would I describe my effort on this assignment (e.g., tried my hardest, didn't  really try)? 

• What did I learn? 
• What am I still confused about? 
• What would I do differently to improve my work? 
• What resources, if any, did I use to aid me in completing the assignment? 
• Did I spend time polishing this assignment, or was it done in a hurry? 
• What can I do on my next assignment to perform at or above my current performance level? 


If you take the time to think these things through before you turn in an assignment, you should be quite happy with your performance on a given task. Remember, I am looking for effort and quality rather than perfection. 
Extra Credit: Extra credit assignments may or may not appear over the course of the year. 


Freebies: I expect your work to be in on time. Still, I know I occasionally get bogged down in work, or something unexpected comes up and I cannot get your papers back to you as quickly as I’d like. I assume the same things happen to you, so each semester I’ll give you one “Freebie”—i.e., a one-school-day extension without penalty. 


Title I Program
Academic tutoring and test preparation is available to all students. Additional support for passing classes and graduating on time is the intent of these services.  Support through Title I funding is available in the areas of: math, reading and English.  If interested, please contact the Principal, Dr. Chad Gestson, or Assistant Principal for Instruction, Matt Georgia, for additional information at 602-764-7000.


Grade Weights							Term Weights

Classwork--- 45%							Term 1(3)---40%
Essays/Assessments/Projects---45%					Term 2(4)---40%		
Homework---10%							Final Exam---20%


Course Procedures 
Format of Papers: I expect all papers written outside of class to be typed. Hand in to me the final draft along with all previous drafts stapled to the back. Please adhere to the following guidelines: 
	• Use white paper and black ink. 

• Use a sensible font (for example, 12-point Times New Roman). 
• Double-space all text.
 • Use one-inch page margins. 
• Include on the first page the title of your paper, your name, and your period number. 
• Include page numbers on the upper right-hand corner of the page. 

Grammar: Good grammar is essential to your success in all classes throughout your high school career. It will also serve you beyond high school, in the real world, where you will have to write letters, memos, and other documents. Teaching grammar, however, always presents a conundrum: out of context it seems artificial and pointless; in context it can seem punitive. In this class we will compromise by studying grammar in context but without penalty. You will be held especially responsible for correctly applying the grammatical conventions we review in class in all your written work. 

Personal Statement 
It is very important that you review your notes and homework frequently! The homework I assign will have one or more of the following aims: 
	• Practice reinforces the learning of material presented in class and helps you master specific skills. 

• Preparation provides supporting information—history, skills, definitions—for what’s forthcoming; it will help when new material is covered in class. 
• Extension or elaboration involves the transfer of previously learned skills to new situations. 
• Integration asks you to apply skills and concepts to produce a single product. 

I will make every effort to communicate the purpose of homework assignments to you. If you are having difficulties with anything covered in this course, see me as soon as possible. Times when I am available for extra help are included on the next page. 

I am excited and proud to be teaching this course. The nature of this course is to challenge and to push you to stretch beyond what you already know and can do. Although I expect you to work hard this year, I will never give you an assignment or expect you to do anything I haven’t already done or wouldn’t/couldn’t have done myself when I was your age. I also want to say now that I appreciate your effort and value each of you as important members of the class, regardless of the grade you earn from me. Your grade does not equate to your value as a person. My wish is to help you discover and cultivate your gifts for use in a meaningful life.


Every Day, Every Spartan
	Punctual- On time, ready to learn.
	Prepared- Binder, agenda, pencil, homework ready.
	Presentable- ID on, food and drink discarded, clothing and accessories per dress code.
Polite- Hat removed, headphones and music off, phones put away upon entry, use of 
	respectful language only.
	Participate- Attend, engage, display Spartan work ethic


Additional Information 
I prefer that you ask questions in class. If you do not want to ask a specific question in class, please see me after class, during Advisory or after school. If questions come up outside of regular school hours that cannot wait until the next day, please use the following guidelines: 

• E-mail—I prefer out-of-school questions be submitted by e-mail. My e-mail address is: dtucker1@phoenixunion.org. I will try to respond to an e-mailed question within one school day. 
	

• Telephone—If you have a question that simply cannot wait, you may call me at school (764-7000). Please do not abuse this privilege by waiting until the last minute to start homework and then finding out you have questions. 

Signature(s): Discuss this course syllabus with your parent(s) or guardian(s). Please sign and return to me A.S.A.P. I am looking forward to working with you this year. 

I, _________________ (Student Name), have read and understand the English 9 course syllabus and expectations. 

I, _________________ (Parent/Guardian Name), have read and understand the English 9 course syllabus and expectations. 

Student Signature: ___________________________________ Date: ______________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________ Date:______________ 

Additional Course Materials for Honors
Please make every effort to also purchase these additional materials in order to better assist you throughout the course:
	Notebook paper

A 3-subject notebook
Post It Notes
	White out
	Colored pencils/markers (for annotation purposes)


English 1-2H Novels
Over the course of the year, you will be required to read novels in order to broaden your experience with literature. Although novels will be provided, you may wish to purchase your own copies to enhance your involvement with active reading.
	The Pearl- John Steinbeck
Of Mice and Men- John Steinbeck
To Kill A Mockingbird- Harper Lee
	A Separate Peace- John Knowles
	Heroes, Gods and Monsters of the Greek Myths- Bernard Evslin
	The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass- Frederick Douglass

Please note that additional novels may be added at a later date.




